	VIDEO/GRAPHICS:
	TV meteorologist:

 Has global warming come to an end?

	Animated image of the Earth.
Plot of earth’s temperature since 1998 to 2008.

	Global temperatures have been rising over the past 50 years. 

But since 1998 a graph of surface temperatures seems to indicate that global warming has stopped.

Or has it?


	Earth temperature curve from 1950 to 2008.
	Remember that climate is measured over long periods of time. Ten to 30, or even 50 years. 


	Dissolve in a F scale along the side

Indicate on the graphic a few short periods: level; up; down;
	In the long term, since 1970, the earth has warmed by almost one degree Fahrenheit.
But there can be different trends over shorter periods of a few years.

	Water with mountain the background.
	Some of these temperature swings are due to large ocean currents.

	Animation of 1997-98 El Nino with warm water spreading eastward towards S. America.
	Every 3 to 7 years, the extremely warm El NiÑo current sloshes across the Pacific. It acts as a giant hot plate pumping tremendous amounts of tropical heat into the air.


	Image of earth, fade in of .4 degrees.
	A strong El NiÑo can warm the atmosphere by 0.4 degrees over one or two years.



	Earth’s temperature graphic with the 5 year average smoothed line
	So, the climate forecast is clear.  Temperatures will keep heading upward, just not necessarily the same amount every year.
















Earth Gauge® Video - Script


Common Climate Question: Has global warming come to an end?


Video produced by Jack Penland








