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	Snowplows, winter weather


	WINTER IS HERE, AND SO ARE THE SNOW PLOWS.

EACH WINTER, ABOUT 20 MILLION TONS OF ROAD SALT ARE SPREAD OVER U.S. HIGHWAYS.

	Freshwater stream
	BUT ALL THAT SALTY MELT WATER IS HARMFUL TO GROUND AND SURFACE WATER SUPPLIES.


	Snowplow
	TO CUT DOWN ON SALT USAGE, ROAD CREWS ARE PRE-WETTING IT TO ENHANCE EFFECTIVENESS.


	Person spreading salt on sidewalk
	THE WETTING AGENT IS GENERALLY A MIX OF WATER AND SALT: A SALT BRINE. THE SPREADING IS BEST DONE BEFORE THE STORM, SO THE SALTY LIQUID IS BETWEEN THE PAVEMENT AND THE FALLING SNOW.



	Salt on pavement
	THE LAYER OF LIQUID BRINE PREVENTS ICE FROM STICKING TO THE PAVEMENT.

	People shoveling sidewalks
	SHOVEL THE SIDEWALK CLEAR BEFORE THE FRIGID AIR ARRIVES, SINCE SALT IS INEFFECTIVE UNDER 15 DEGREES.

AND BE SURE TO SHOVEL THE SALT/SNOW MIXTURE AWAY FROM SALT-SENSITIVE PLANTS.
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