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	Brilliant Fall foliage, bright and colorful

Lots of leaves on the ground (video,still)


	We all enjoy beautiful fall foliage.

But next is the chore of raking thousands of leaves.

A typical large tree produces 60 pounds of leaves!


	Leaf piles by gutter (video, still)

Storm pipe runoff  into lake, steam (video)

(not too dirty or chemical)
	In the rain, leaf piles act like tea bags, creating nutrient-rich runoff with nitrogen and phosphorous.
When that runoff flows down the storm drain, it can put our water quality at risk.


	Video: leaf mulching

Still frames of Forest Akers, Univ. of Michigan.

	Try Leaf Cycling

Forest Akers Golf Course in Michigan has mulched leaves since 1961 to essentially feed (fertilize) the grass.


	Leaves, leaves and more leaves 

Wipe in Chyron:   
Earth Gauge Tip: “Leaf-cycle”

Beauty shot of  very green healthy lawn
	Save yourself hours of raking:  Leaf Cycle those nutrients from the trees. 

Your lawn will green up faster, and our rivers will be cleaner




How to Mulch Leaves:

http://www.turf.msu.edu/y.fallcontent/leaves.html
It's that time again when the pretty fall foliage will soon begin to tumble to the ground and cover up the turf. Instead of breaking your back raking, consider mowing the leaves back into the turf. So, if you're thinking about giving mowing a try here's what you need to know to be successful.

First of all make sure your mower has a sharp blade, after a long season of mowing, the blades may be dull at this time of year and trying to chop up leaves will be more challenging with a dull blade.

Second, raise the mower as high as it will go and mow at your normal speed, don't "rev" the throttle to the high jackrabbit setting and blaze around the yard. Try to mow the leaves when they are moist from the morning dew, but don't mow them when they're really wet. This will prevent the leaves from blowing all over the place and will help with your allergies.

Finally, don't let the leaves pile up too high before you mow. Too high would probably be greater than 3 to 4 inches of leaf depth on the turf. Good luck and give it a try; you may find that mulching leaves helps the turf by returning nutrients and organic matter, besides that it saves my aching back.



LEAF-CYCLE


EARTH GAUGE® 








